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Current Affairs, 5t July to 11t July, 2020

International

Late Entrant

=>» Rapper and hip-hop star Kanye West have announced that he will join the U.S. presidential
race in November, a move that would in theory position him as a challenger to incumbent
Republican President Donald Trump and Democratic rival and former Vice-President Joe
Biden. Mr. West has earlier alluded to having presidential ambitions, including when he
explicitly indicated, at the 2015 MTV Video Music Awards, his interest in standing for
elections in 2020, and in November 2019, when he spoke about a bid in 2024. Nevertheless
his latest declaration — as a vague Twitter post to “realise the promise of America by trusting
God, unifying our vision and building our future” — is a bolt out of the blue considering that
Mr. West is a self-confessed admirer of Mr. Trump, has no known formal party affiliation or
comprehensive policy agenda, and would have to scramble to file the paperwork necessary
to get on to the ballot in the less than four months left to Election Day. Little surprise then
that his announcement has elicited more confusion than enthusiasm, barring the case of
Tesla Inc. CEO Elon Musk who promised Mr. West his “full support”. Even in the country that
has seen a movie star, Ronald Reagan, rise to the highest office in the land, the idea of a rap
artist with zero political experience entering the Oval Office must appear far-fetched to many
Americans.

How Brooks Brothers Survived Two Centuries but Not the Pandemic

=>» Brooks Brothers, America’s clothier that has dressed men since 1818, filed for bankruptcy as
it struggled with debts amid the coronavirus crisis. With clients ranging from Abraham
Lincoln, Andy Warhol to Barack Obama, the Brooks Brothers suits were almost always
present when history was being made. A look at how the iconic retailer survived two centuries
but eventually succumbed to the pandemic.

The Ultiroate_Made in America’ Brand

The clothing giant has its roots in a small family-run business, which started from a corner
store in Manhattan, New York in 1818. Initially called H. & D. H. Brooks & Co, by Henry Sands
Brooks, the clothing store’s mission statement was “To make and deal only in merchandise
of the finest body, to sell it at a fair profit, and to deal with people who seek and appreciate
such merchandise”. In 1850, when the founding patriarch passed away, the name was
changed to Brooks Brothers by his four sons who took over the mantle. The brand took great
pride in using cotton — which at that point in time was harvested by slaves. They also made
uniforms for some of the more high-profile regiments of the New York National Guard and
officers of the Union during the American Civil War. Abraham Lincoln was dubbed a ‘loyal
customer’ by Brooks Brothers and, at his second inauguration, Lincoln wore a custom-made
frock coat, whose lining had a hand-sewn design of an eagle and the words ‘One Country,
One Destiny’ inscribed. Lincoln was wearing the very same coat when he was assassinated
in 1865 while watching a play.
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Falling Qut of Eashion, Finally

Facing stiff competition from online brands and a larger, global shift to a more casual style
of clothing, Brooks Brothers saw their sales plateauing in recent years. With more and more
people opting for business casual and casual chic as their go-to work attire, the need for stiff,
formal work wear began declining. Between 2017 and 2019, the retailer made a total of one-
billion USD. The brand had 210 stores in the US and 70 across the globe. In May 2020, there
were talks of the clothing retailer seeking a buyer, and there were also rumours about them
closing their three American factories. On July 8, they filed for bankruptcy under the Chapter
11 of the US Bankruptcy code. They had attributed the move to the increasing decline in their
sales and the economic slump caused by the pandemic.

The Brooks Brothers, who survived two World Wars, the Great Depression and 41 US
presidents, could not survive the economic fallout of the pandemic. Brooks Brothers is one
of the many brands to be hit. Neiman Marcus, the luxury department stores chain, filed for
bankruptcy protection in March, which resulted in them shutting down many stores. World
over, luxury fashion houses are considering something they had never done before — a sale
on their premium products. Victoria's Secret and Nordstrom, though they haven't filed for
bankruptcy, have plans to close many of their stores.

Getting America To Recognise Caste: Previous Efforts, Renewed Push

=>» The California Department of Fair Employment and Housing filed a lawsuit against Cisco
Systems, accusing the tech multinational company of allowing caste discrimination against
a Dalit Indian-origin employee at its San Jose headquarters. So, does American law recognise
caste? No. But could this case change that? The federal Civil Rights Law 1964, under which
the lawsuit was filed against Cisco and two “upper-caste” Indian managers, bars
discrimination only on the basis of race, colour, religion, sex and national origin. /n choosing
to litigate, the California government is pushing to expand the ambit of discrimination to
include caste. “It is the first civil rights case in the United States where a governmental entity
is suing an American company for failing to protect caste-oppressed employees, leading to
a hostile workplace,” said Thenmozhi Soundarrajan of Equality Labs, an advocacy group for
the “caste-oppressed” in California. For close to two decades now, attempts have been
ongoing at various levels to get institutions overseas to recognise the peculiar challenge of
caste, a system of inequality and oppression that is unique to the subcontinent and is
recognised by the Constitution of India. In 2018, several Hindu organisations forced the
British government to backtrack on recognising caste as a structure of discrimination. The
case against Cisco, amid the momentum of #BlackLivesMatter, which has spotlighted all
kinds of discrimination, is extremely significant.

The First Immigrants

Caste has been mentioned in an American courtroom earlier. In 1913, A K Mozumdar, an
immigrant from Bengal to Washington, applied to become an American citizen. US
citizenship at the time was determined by race, and given only to whites. Mozumdar argued
that as a “high-caste Hindu" of “Aryan descent”, he shared racial origins with Caucasians. His
application was accepted — and he became the first South Asian American to become a US
citizen. In 1923, a similar argument that claimed caste was a way to whiteness was put
forward by Bhagat Singh Thind, a Sikh writer who had served in the United States Army during
World War |, and who argued that he was technically “white”, given his “pure Aryan blood". In
his petition, Thind argued that the high-caste Hindoo (a blanket term used then for all Indian
immigrants) “regards the aboriginal Indian Mongoloid in the same manner as the American
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regards the negro, speaking from a matrimonial standpoint”. Thind's arguments were
rejected in the US Supreme Court, which decided that he was not white, and hence not eligible
for citizenship. A few months later, Mozumdar became the first Indian to lose his citizenship
as a consequence of that judgment. The 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act, itself a result
of the civil rights campaign in the US, overturned restrictions of race and colour, and allowed
a whole generation of Indian skilled labour (mostly upper-caste) to take a shot at the
American dream. A steady flow of “lower-caste” Indians has also followed, as they accessed
educational opportunities in technical institutions via reservations. One such example is of
the REC Warangal-educated Sujatha Gidla, whose 2017 book ‘Ants Among Elephants: An
Untouchable Family and the Making of Modern India’, was published in the US to great
acclaim. Gidla believes that accounts such as hers make it harder to deny the reality of caste.
In New York, she recalls facing discrimination from many Indians, the least humiliating of
which was from a Brahmin cashier at a bank, “who wouldn’t accept money from my hands.
She would demand that | place it on the counter.” But Gidla is sceptical about an anti-caste
movement taking root in the US. “Of Indian.immigrants, 90 per cent are Brahmins and 1.5 per
cent are Dalits. Indiansin Americaare a minority, and Dalits among them are a minority. How
can issues of such a tiny community make a big enough impact to be called a movement?”
Scholar-activist Suraj Yengde argues that a Dalit consciousness has been present in the US
from the 1970s or 1980s, away from the bright lights of media activism. “People have
resisted in private and in public in their own ways. Even hiding one’s caste is a way of fighting
caste,” says Yengde, who works with community-based Ambedkarite organisations in the US,
some of which are close to 20 years old.

The California Textbook Debate

In some ways, it is not a surprise that the Cisco case has come up in California, where the
last pitched battle on caste and history was fought about five years ago. In 2015, as part of
a regular evaluation, the California board of education asked scholars to help it come up with
a framework for history and social science textbooks. What followed was a bitter contest
over several aspects of Indian history, including caste, and the critique of caste embedded in
religions such as Buddhism and Sikhism. The suggestions of the South Asian Histories for
All Coalition (SAHFAC), a collective of scholars and historians, were met with opposition from
the Hindu American Foundation and other Hindu groups, who objected to narratives that
portrayed “Hindu civilisation” negatively, and warned they might lead to the bullying of Hindu
children. The SAHFAC objected to airbrushing contentious portions of Indian history relating
to caste atrocities, the attempt to erase the word “Dalit” from history textbooks as demanded,
and the attempt, allegedly, to portray Muslims as oppressors. “At the end of that difficult
campaign, one of the directors of the board of education said to me directly, ‘The stories of
Dalit families are compelling... but you have no data about caste in the United States'”
Soundarrajan said. In 2018, Equality Labs carried out a survey of South Asian-Americans on
their experience of caste to fill that gap. It showed that 67 per cent of Dalits faced caste
discrimination at the workplace, 40 per cent in schools, and 40 per cent at temples. That
report was cited in the lawsuit filed against Cisco.

The Road Ahead

In Silicon Valley, California, the Cisco case is a potential gamechanger. “We believe this case
will set a precedent. We have supported many Dalits who have come forward to complain
about casteist discrimination. But the lack of having caste as an explicit category has meant
that prosecutors have to shoehorn the issue of caste within protections of religion, race, and
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ancestry. This case will open the door for more such civil rights litigation,” Soundarrajan said.
Yengde agreed: “The Cisco case can be monumental. Silicon Valley has a global footprint.
Whatever is legislated there will have an impact on company workplaces in India and
elsewhere too. The message will go out to thousands of workers.”

How US Visa Move Affects Indian Students

=>» The United States announced that international students might have to leave the country or
risk deportation if their universities moved classes entirely online in the upcoming fall
semester. Students attending schools offering “normal in-person classes” can stay, but they
cannot take more than “one class or three credit hours online”.

What Do_the New Regulations by The US lmmigration_and Customs_Enforcement

Mean for. Indian Studenis?

This, in effect, means Indians currently enrolled in schools or programmes that are entirely
online for the fall semester will have to come back home. They can stay back only if they take
alternative steps such as a move to a school that offers “in-person instruction” (read contact
classes) or choose “appropriate medical leave”. Students, who had come back to India after
the pandemic forced American campuses to shut down, will not be permitted to enter the US
if their classes are entirely online. The same applies to prospective (or new) students who
were going to join in the fall semester. “One thing is very clear, students who are going to
start an online course will not get a (US) visa till they are actually going on campus,” Sumeet
Jain, co-founder of Yocket, told The Indian Express. Yocket is an online platform for students
planning to study abroad.

What _About_Indian_Students Enrolled._in_Universities. That_Have_Announced A

Hybrid Blend of In-Person and Online Classes for. The Fall Semester?

Such students remain in the US, and those who returned to India will be allowed to re-enter
the US. They will even be allowed to take more than one class or three credit hours online.
However, the university or college will have to “certify” to the US government that “the student
is not taking an entirely online course load for the fall 2020 semester, and that the student is
taking the minimum number of online classes required to make normal progress in their
degree programme”. This exemption does not apply to F-1 visa students in English language
training programmes or M-1 visa students, who are not permitted to enrol in any online
courses. International students with F-1 visas pursue academic coursework and students
with M-1 visa pursue vocational coursework while studying in the US.

Why Has the US Government Announced These Changes After Giving International
Students the Elexibility to Take Maqre Qnline_Classes_During Caropus Shutdown?

International students in the US are required to do most of their learning through contact
classes. The pandemic and the subsequent campus shutdowns forced the government to
provide temporary exemptions for international students to take more online classes.
However, these exemptions were made only for the spring and summer semesters. The
Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP), under the US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE), did not say much on the reasons behind revisiting the above exemptions.
Its press statement only said there is “a concordant need to resume the carefully balanced
protections implemented by federal regulations” as many universities and colleges are
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planning to reopen for the fall semester. Some are seeing this as a pressure tactic to get
universities to reopen for the fall semester. The Trump administration has insisted that
schools and colleges return to in-person classes as soon as possible. “SCHOOLS MUST
OPEN IN THE FALL!!" Trump wrote in a Twitter post on Monday shortly after SEVP released
its new guidelines.

How Will This_Affect International Encollment Across US Universities?

US universities have already made admission offers to international students. The SEVP
announcement could encourage prospective students to defer their joining to the next
semester. As for the active or enrolled students, they may even consider dropping a
semester. Indians are the second-largest group of international students in the US, after the
Chinese. “It's not going to be easy for universities to now convince students to join (fall
semester) online. Anyway, most of the students were planning to defer their admission to the
next term,” Jain said. A QS survey of international students in June showed that over half the
respondents intended to defer or delay their entry into foreign universities until next year due
to the Covid-related uncertainties. The revised US guidelines are only going to cement such
intent further, which means revenues of US universities, especially those which have
announced an online fall semester, are bound to get hit.

How Have the US Universities Reacted to The New Guidelines?

Some universities have been quick on the uptake and changed their fall semester plans in
less than a day of the government announcement. According to news website Poets and
Quants, the Harvard Business School has decided against a fully online MBA programme this
fall. It will bring all of its students back for classes offered in the hybrid format (in-person and
online instruction). Columbia University reached out to all its international students via email
within hours of the SEVP announcement saying its International Students and Scholars Office
or ISSO is “parsing the advance notice and is working closely with the schools on its
implications”.

What Qptions Do Indian Students Enrolled in_US Schools Have Before Them?

“The thing we must do now is put pressure on our individual universities and the international
student offices housed in those universities for them to do two things: either create a
structure that complied with the three different requirements that ICE has given, or ask the
universities to lobby extensively for this measure to be rescinded and take this to court, where
there’s a big chance it will be contested. These are the things that parents, students and
alumni can do sitting at home,” Sudhanshu Kaushik, Executive Director of the North American
Association of Indian Students (NAAIS), told /The Indian Express/. NAAIS is the largest and
the oldest association of Indian students in the US.

=>» The past several decades has seen an ever-increasing relative withdrawal of public funds
from universities globally, even as demand for higher education access has grown. The
perception of college as a means to higher income, combined with the emphasis on
competition-driven efficiency, has meant a global trend of replacing college grants with loans
and tuition fees, or other private forms of funding. Proponents of this process have also
argued that this helps increase the autonomy of universities. This phenomenon has been
particularly pronounced in the U.S. — tuition costs have been steadily rising and a greater
share of the cost of education is placed on students and their families with some
supplementation by federal, state or private loans. Unlike domestic students, international
students (with a few exceptions) are not eligible for federal college loans and rely on payment
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either out of pocket or from private loans. There is also less domestic pressure to reduce
tuition rates or provide concessions for them, and the risk of advocacy from the students
themselves is somewhat less given their precarious visa status. In a normal year, the pool of
international college applicants for a given school is much larger than the number of
positions available, so a rise in tuition cost will still likely see all these seats filled. Finally, the
college route has proven highly popular for those seeking to eventually immigrate. The
ultimate outcome of these factors is that international students can in general be relied on
to pay much more than their domestic counterparts, making them attractive for universities
looking to boost their revenue streams. Indeed, the U.S. Department of Commerce estimated
that international students contributed about $44.7 billion in 2018 to the U.S. economy
(including tuition, housing, and other private consumption). COVID-19 has already wrecked
any financial planning revolving around international students. The shuttering of campuses
and restricted international travel have made the fall semester a less attractive prospect for
both returning and new students uninterested in paying the full price for a curtailed college
experience. The ICE regulations add several further wrinkles. By adding additional visa-
related questions over and above everything else, universities find themselves in an even
more uncertain position. Committing to an online-only model risks reducing international
student intake even further. Conversely, having in-person classes to secure revenue streams
puts students at risk and could anyway lead to potentially costly shutdowns mid-semester.
There will also likely be increased friction between university administrations and campus
unions.

Trump Is A Child in An Adult’s Body: Niece

=>» U.S. President Donald Trump's niece describes him in a much-awaited tell-all book as a child
in an adult's body, someone psychologically brutalised and damaged by his “sociopath”
father and who developed defences of anger and distrust to mask his own chronic
insecurities. Too Much and Never Enough: How My Family Created the World’s Most
Dangerous Man, by Mary L. Trump, presents a portrait of the President familiar to readers of
other books as a transactional narcissist and accidental commander in chief. But Mary
Trump, a clinical psychologist, offers a particularly dark picture of Donald Trump's father and
her grandfather, Fred Trump Sr. “From the beginning, Fred’'s self-interest skewed his
priorities,” Mary Trump writes. “His care of his children, such as it was, reflected his own
needs, not theirs. Love meant nothing to him, and he could not empathize with their plight,
one of the defining characteristics of a sociopath; he expected obedience, that was all.” Fred
Trump Sr. wanted his eldest son, Fred Jr. — Mary’'s father — to be a “killer,” a high form of
praise that the President himself has often used to describe people he respects. Fred Trump
Sr. helped establish a competition between his elder son and the future President that went
on for decades, Mary Trump writes, until Donald Trump ultimately prevailed and her father
died an alcoholic at age 42. The book was scheduled for release by its publisher, Simon &
Schuster, after a New York State judge ruled that it was not bound by a confidentiality
agreement that Mary Trump signed as part of a settlement over a legal battle over a
grandfather’s estate. The President’s brother, Robert Trump, had gone to court in an attempt
to block publication of the book on the grounds that his niece had violated terms of the
agreement in writing it. A hearing is scheduled. Among the new disclosures in the book is
Mary Trump’'s claim that Donald Trump paid someone to take his college entrance
examination.
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Why ‘Coronavirus Parties’ Have Become A New Worry in the US

=>» Recently, reports that college students have been organising ‘Covid parties’ in Alabama, the
US, created an uproar on social media. The aim behind such parties is quite simple: whoever
gets infected first, wins the prize money. The students have intentionally been inviting already
infected patients so they can infect others. Over the past few weeks, there have been several
parties in the city of Tuscaloosa and surrounding areas, with authorities only recently
beginning to crack the whip. However, the Alabama Department of Health has stated that it
“has not been able to verify such parties have taken place”. The developments come at a
time when Alabama is one of several states reporting record increases in new coronavirus
cases in the past week in what has raised fears of a “second wave” of infections.

None Gains

=>» After accusing WHO of being “China-centric” on multiple occasions, this unfortunate
development is one more attempt by Mr. Trump to deflect blame for gross mismanagement
of the crisis. In a May 18 letter, he officially demanded that the WHO make “major substantive
improvements” in 30 days while charging that the global body lacked “independence” from
China, was slow to respond to the threat, and had “repeatedly made inaccurate or misleading
claims” about the virus. Since the decision has apparently been taken without the approval
of Congress, and as the withdrawal will become effective only on July 6 next year, there is a
possibility that Congress or courts might reverse the withdrawal. Already, Democratic
challenger Joe Biden has promised to revoke it if elected President. There is much at stake
and unsurprisingly Congress is already under pressure from academia and medical
associations to reject the withdrawal. The capricious decision to withdraw from WHO will
have dire consequences for global public health. The departure of the U.S. will be a significant
blow to the WHO in terms of loss of technical expertise and, according to Mr. Trump, an
annual funding of about $450 million.
The pandemic has clearly brought to the fore several shortcomings and weaknesses in the
global health body. For instance, the 2005 revision of the International Health Regulations
made it mandatory for countries to notify the WHO of all events that may constitute an
international public health emergency and to “respond to requests for verification of
information regarding such events”. Yet, the WHO has limited power to ensure compliance
by member States, including limitations in independently verifying member states’ official
reports. If the U.S. was maijorly involved in the 2005 IHR revision, it will now have no role to
play in strengthening the WHO. It will lose a seat at the table to determine the virus strain to
be used for developing influenza vaccines (flu killed over 34,000 people in the U.S. in 2018-
19), and have no access to new influenza virus samples for research.'With no more U.S.
scientists embedded in the WHO in key roles, including outbreak response teams like the one
that visited Wuhan, it will lose out on health intelligence that will compromise the country’s
response to international disease outbreaks. In the end, none gains from a further weakened
WHO.

What China Security Law Means for Hong Kong And the Global Internet

=» Days after China passed a national security law giving it wide-ranging powers over Hong
Kong, major technology companies have suspended their responses to Hong Kong
government requests, saying they will first reassess the law’s new controls. Much of Hong
Kong's future identity and the global Internet hinges on what the technology companies
decide to do next in the region.
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What's_the_context?

Hong Kong was under British rule until 1997, when the territory was given to China under the
condition that it retains some autonomy, including its economic system, for 50 years. As the
Chinese firewall took hold, several technology companies were shut out, including Google
and Facebook. But with the quasi-independence afforded by “one country, two systems”,
Hong Kong was integrated into the global Internet. Global technology companies were able
to operate close to China without being subject to the country’s laws. Hong Kong has been
embroiled in protests after its legislature tried to pass an extradition bill that would allow the
Chinese government to detain Hong Kong residents. Although the bill was eventually
withdrawn, the demonstrations had already developed into a larger fight for democratic
institutions.

What Is the New National Security. Law?

Announced by China in May, it was put into effect on July 1, without the involvement of local
institutions. On the technology front, the new surveillance and censorship rules could
subsume the territory into China’s Great Firewall. Indeed, experts have found the new law
reminiscent of the mainland’s own cybersecurity laws. The law criminalises four activities:
“secession, subversion, organization and perpetration of terrorist activities, and collusion
with a foreign country or with external elements to endanger national security”. Some specific
offences include damaging government buildings and lobbying against the Chinese
government. The law also allows for a National Security Committee to investigate and
prosecute violators. The Hong Kong Police are given extensive new controls to censor
Internet content, track people online, and seize electronic records. They can investigate
Internet platforms and their data as well as order its deletion, and penalties for the companies
include fines up to nearly $13,000- and six-months jail time.

Why QOthers Might_Eollow Suit

Under the new national security law, internet companies and individuals have to remove or
stop access to online content deemed dangerous for national security. With a court warrant,
police can seize electronic devices, and failure to comply can invite a fine of HKS 100,000
(around 97 lakh INR) and imprisonment for one year. Internet providers can be punished with
a fine of HKS 100,000 and six- month prison. According to the new law, authorities have been
explicitly given the power to jail those who refuse to provide user data. Notably, as the rules
are applicable around the world, employees at internet companies in Hong Kong could get
arrested if they refuse to share information about people who are writing from any other
country. The law would apply even if the identification record or decryption key related to
national security is not located in Hong Kong, the South China Morning Post reported.
American companies such as Facebook and Google, who have currently adopted a wait-and-
watch policy, face a conundrum. If they continue operating in Hong Kong, they would be going
against the prevailing political climate at home, where Chinese overtures in the city-state
have caused widespread bipartisan anger. Additionally, their employees working in Hong
Kong, or even those who transit through its borders, could face detention in case they refuse
to comply with Hong Kong authorities over data-sharing requests. Also, while US-based firms
such as Facebook and Google are immensely popular in Hong Kong, the local market itself
is relatively small for these companies, which have a massive international footprint.
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How Have Technology Companies Reacted?

The shift puts tech companies in a bind as to whether to accept the new data-sharing and
censorship requirements of the Communist Party or leave the territory altogether. Their
decisions will have significant weight on Hong Kong's future as an international business
hub, and on digital free speech as a whole. Facebook, Twitter, Google, Telegram, Zoom, and
Microsoft have suspended all requests for data from Hong Kong, pending their own review
of the new legislation. Apple is still “assessing” the law. Telegram was the first to make the
move, saying it never had shared data with the Hong Kong authorities and will wait for an
“international consensus”. Twitter's statement said the company has “grave concerns
regarding both the developing process and the full intention of this law”. Facebook, which
owns WhatsApp and Instagram, said it will conduct a “human-rights” assessment. Signal said
that it never had turned over user data to the HK police and that it has no data to hand over
anyway. TikTok is pulling out of the territory completely, but it is in a different situation.
Owned by China-based ByteDance, TikTok doesn’t operate in China. ByteDance operates a
similar application called Douyin in mainland China, and now onlookers have speculated
whether Douyin would make inroads into Hong Kong (ByteDance told Reuters there are no
such plans). Others have contextualised the move as self-protective, considering the fact that
non-compliance with the law would irk Beijing. TikTok has only 150,000 users and little
revenue in Hong Kong. ByteDance has repeatedly distanced itself from the Chinese
government and positions itself as a global company. Its leadership has said its data is not
stored in China and it would not censor for or provide data to the Chinese government.
Experts say tech companies could move operations to Taiwan to stay close to mainland
China, or consider other Asian locations, or decide to forgo their espoused values and stay
in the territory.

How Have Technology Companies Responded to China’'s_ Moves in The_Past?
Apple has consistently received the most flak for not resisting China enough. It's one of the
few Silicon Valley giants that isn’t blocked in mainland China with a large customer base and
manufacturing operations. Apple has also complied with most of the Hong Kong
government’s requests before the law came into force. It had also removed an app used by
Hong Kong protestors to coordinate movements as well as hid its Taiwan flag emoji in the
territory last year. Microsoft does significant business in the country and has complied with
requests before. Facebook and Twitter stay out of the country. Google pulled its operations
in 2010, but beginning 2018, conversation arose about a potential re-entry. CEO Sundar Pichai
later put those rumours to rest.

What s the Key_Takeaway?

This mark yet another step of national border dispute erecting new virtual walls between
territories. The Internet’s pioneers, who had envisioned a global community online, say these
government decisions lead to the creation of a “splinternet”.

What This Could Mean for Hong Kong
This could paint a grim picture for Hong Kong residents, who, like those in mainland China,
would then only have access to applications behind the so-called ‘Great Firewall'. On its part,
the Hong Kong government has defended the new law, calling it comparable to national
security legislations in other free societies.
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Australia Ends HK Extradition Treaty

=>» Australia said, it was suspending its extradition treaty with Hong Kong in response to a new
security law imposed there and announced measures to attract businesses from the Asian
financial hub, provoking an angry response from Beijing. Prime Minister Scott Morrison said
the law introduced last week in Hong Kong was a fundamental change of circumstances and
Australia would suspend the extradition agreement. “There will be citizens of Hong Kong who
may be looking to move elsewhere, to start a new life somewhere else, to take their skills,
their businesses,” Morrison said, outlining changes to visa programmes. Mr. Morrison said
Hong Kong students, graduates and workers in Australia on temporary visas will have the
opportunity to stay and work for an extra five years and apply for permanent residency after
that time. Future student visas would also be offered for five years, however, Mr. Morrison
said they were “not expecting large numbers of applicants any time soon”. Speaking in
Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said Mr. Morrison’s government
should stop interfering in Chinese affairs, warning that China, the biggest customer for
Australian exports, reserved the right to take retaliatory action. Two-way trade between the
countries was worth A$235 billion last year. Earlier, the Chinese Embassy in Canberra warned
that Australia’s “meddling will lead to nothing but lifting a rock only to hit its own feet”. There
are 10,000 Hong Kong citizens in Australia on student visas or temporary work visas, with a
further 2,500 outside Australia and 1,250 applications on hand, as per the government. Hong
Kong applicants would be prioritised under Australia’s Global Talent Scheme and business
visa programme. “There is so much talent in Hong Kong. There are great businesses in Hong
Kong,” said Acting Immigration Minister Alan Tudge.

More Sabre-Rattling, More Isolation (Jayant Prasad, A Former Diplomat, Served as

=>» The Philippines invoked the dispute settlement mechanism of the UN Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS) in 2013 to test the legality of China’s ‘nine-dash line’ regarding the
disputed Spratlys. In response, the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) at The Hague
decreed in its July 12, 2016 judgment that the line had “no legal basis.” China dismissed the
judgment as “null and void.” The South China Sea (SCS) is important not just to its littoral
countries. It has been a transit point for trade since early medieval times, contains abundantly
rich fisheries, and is a repository of mineral deposits and hydrocarbon reserves.

The PCA Verdict

The PCA award undermined the Chinese claim. It held that none of the features of the
Spratlys qualified them as islands, and there was no legal basis for China to claim historic
rights and to the resources within the ‘nine-dash line’. The UNCLOS provides that islands
must sustain habitation and the capacity for non-extractive economic activity. Reefs and
shoals that are unable to do so are considered low-tide elevations. The award implied that
China violated the Philippines Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). It noted that China had
aggravated the situation by undertaking land reclamation and construction, and had harmed
the environment and violated its obligation to preserve the ecosystem. China dismissed the
award as “a political farce under the pretext of law.” Given the power equations, the
Philippines did not press for enforcement of the award and acquiesced in the status quo. Not
one country challenged China, which agreed to settle disputes bilaterally, and to continue
work on a Code of Conduct with countries of the ASEAN. Given that their economic ties with
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China are deepening, it may appear that the ASEAN countries are bandwagon with China. In
reality, there is growing discontent. While avoiding military confrontation with China, they are
seeking political insurance, strengthening their navies, and deepening their military
relationships with the United States. Vietham has added six Kilo-class, Russian-origin
submarines to its navy. France, Germany and the Netherlands, respectively, have supplied
Formidable-class stealth ships to Singapore, patrol boats to Brunei Darussalam, and
corvettes to Indonesia. Japan is partially funding the upgradation of the Indonesian coast
guard. Indonesia and the Philippines are in early stages of exploring procurement of the
BrahMos missile from India. The other ASEAN countries that have shown interest are
Thailand and Vietnam. Growing Chinese muscularity in the SCS is visible in the increased
patrolling and live-fire exercising by Chinese naval vessels; ramming and sinking of fishing
vessels of other claimant countries; renaming of SCS features; and building of runways,
bunkers, and habitation for possible long-term stationing of personnel on the atolls claimed
by China. Chinese exploration and drilling vessels compete aggressively with those of other
littoral countries in the disputed waters. Petronas has been prospecting for oil in the
Malaysian EEZ. A Chinese spokesperson claimed in early June that its own survey vessel in
the same area was conducting “normal activities in waters under Chinese jurisdiction.” The
festering regional resentment against China resulted in the unmuting of the ASEAN response
to the growing Chinese footprint in the SCS at its 36th Summit on June 26, 2020. China might
have overreached by showing its aggressive hand prematurely. There is a growing chorus of
protest against China. Having Vietnam, Japan and the U.S. riled up about its actions is
nothing new for China. The Philippines and the ASEAN beginning to protest is new, even if
their criticism is restrained. This does China little credit, and points to its growing isolation.
Indonesia protested to China about Chinese vessels trespassing into its waters close to the
Nantua islands, towards the south of the SCS. The Philippines protested to China earlier this
year about violations of Filipino sovereignty in the West Philippine Sea. It also wrote to the
UN Secretary General (UNSG) in March disputing China’s claim of “historic rights in the South
China Sea.” Two months later, Indonesia too wrote to the UNSG on this issue. It expressed
support for compliance with international law, particularly the UNCLOS, as also for the PCA'’s
2016 ruling. President Rodrigo Duterte said he had not followed up on the PCA judgment
because the Philippines could not afford to fight China. Yet, when a Chinese firm bid to
develop the Subic Bay, this was disallowed on the grounds that the use of archipelagic waters
was exclusively reserved for Filipinos and that foreign investment regulations prohibited
foreign equity for the utilisation of marine resources in archipelagic waters. Another recent
decision, to extend the Visiting Forces Agreement with the U.S. for six months “in light of
political and other developments in the region,” as expressed by the Philippines Foreign
Secretary, is a strategic setback for China. Only this June, the Philippines commissioned a
beaching ramp on the Pag-Asa Island. A Filipino C-130 landed on its runway, which is being
repaired. The Philippines is about to induct its first missile-capable frigate, built in South
Korea, into its navy. A complicating factor for China is Russia’s growing military and
economic equities in the SCS. Russia and Vietnam have a defence cooperation relationship,
which they are committed to strengthening. China has objected to Rosneft Vietham BV
prospecting within the Chinese defined ‘nine-dash line." Rosneft has also been invited by the
Philippines to conduct oil prospecting in its EEZ.

India’s Relevaot Qptions

From India’s perspective, foreign and security policy in its larger neighbourhood covers the
entire expanse of the Asia-Pacific and extends to the Persian Gulf and West Asia. India
straddles, and is the fulcrum of, the region between the Suez and Shanghai, between West
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and East Asia, and between the Mediterranean and the SCS. The SCS carries merchandise to
and from India. It follows that India has a stake in the SCS, just as China has in the Indian
Ocean. India must continue to actively pursue its defence diplomacy outreach in the Indo-
Pacific region: increase military training and conduct exercises and exchanges at a higher
level of complexity, extend Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief activities, share
patrolling of the Malacca Strait with the littoral countries, etc. The Comprehensive Strategic
Partnerships that India has concluded with Australia, Japan, Indonesia, the U.S., and Vietnam
could be extended to Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, and Singapore. India must also
buttress the military capacity of the tri-service Andaman and Nicobar Command. According
to one of its early Commanders-in-Chief, Lt. Gen. Aditya Singh, the manner in which the 368
islands, have been neglected “can only be termed as criminal.” These have immense geo-
strategic value, as they overlook Asia’s maritime strategic lifeline and the world’s most
important global sea lane. In this time of turbulence, India cannot afford to continue
undervaluing one of its biggest assets.

Why China’s Rise Could Spell the End of The Asian Century

=>» China once used to talk about the “Asian century”. Its current focus is on building the
“Chinese century”. But C Raja Mohan, Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National
University of Singapore and contributing editor on international affairs for The Indian Express,
reminds the readers that “the deepening conflict between India and China is bound to
complicate the prospects for an Asian century, as well as the Chinese century”. But he
cautions: “As China privileges nationalism, it is bound to compel its Asian neighbours to do
the same”. The idea of Asian unity was among the many transcendental political notions that
emerged in the late-19th and early-20th centuries as the eastern civilisations struggled to
rediscover themselves amidst the domination of the West. “The current president of China,
Xi Jinping continues to talk about Asian unity. But for a very different purpose. For Deng,
Asian unity was central to his strategy of rebuilding China. At home, he was determined to
heal the scars from Mao’s blood-letting under the Cultural Revolution that lasted from the
mid-1960s to the 1970s. Deng also put an end to Mao’s external adventurism that
destabilised the neighbouring states in the name of promoting revolution...Deng rightly saw
peace on its frontiers and cooperation with the rest of the world as a precondition for
modernising China,” he says. “Xi has a very different objective. He is leading a country that
has emerged as a great power, thanks to the sweeping reforms under Deng. For Xi, Asian
unity is about getting Beijing's neighbours to acquiesce in China’s regional primacy”.
However, Raja Mohan points out, it is in an unfortunate paradox that the phenomenal rise of
China may have created the very conditions for the demise of the Asian century. “That China
has become far more powerful than all of its Asian neighbours has meant Beijing no longer
sees the need to evoke Asian unity”. But if powerful nationalism is driving China to seek more
territory from its neighbours and dominate the region, equally intense nationalist forces in
Asia will react against CCP’s assertive policies, he argues. “To be sure, an India that is smaller
in economic size than China will pay a price for being the first to challenge the Chinese
century. But Delhi may be strong enough to extract a cost from Beijing which is discounting
the enormous power of the nationalist sentiment that the CCP is unleashing in China’s
neighbourhood,” he concludes.
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Why 160-Year-Old Vladivostok Has a Chinese Connection

=>» When Vladivostok, the main city of the Russian Far East, marked the 160th anniversary of its
founding on July 2, it resulted in a wave of abuse from Chinese social media users across
various platforms who claimed that the territory of Primorsky Krai of which Vladivostok is the
administrative capital, historically belonged to China. While these claims were not officially
endorsed by China’'s foreign ministry, they come at a time when the country has been
particularly aggressive in the context of its territorial disputes in the region. At present, China
is embroiled in fresh disputes involving Bhutan, in addition to its ongoing territorial disputes
involving India, Tibet and the South China Sea. Before Primorsky Krai became Russian
territory in 1860, it was a relatively small Manchu settlement under the sovereignty of the
Qing dynasty. At that time, Vladivostok was called Haishenwei or the Bay of Sea Slugs.
Artyom Lukin, Deputy Director for Research, School of Regional and International Studies, Far
Eastern Federal University in Vladivostok, explains that during the First Opium War that
occurred between September 1839 and August 1842, fought between Britain and the Qing
Dynasty, the former began exploring and mapping this stretch of the coast. During that time,
Lukin says the Vladivostok harbour was named Port May by the British. In discussions
concerning the Opium Wars, the focus is mostly on Britain, France and China under the Qing
dynasty, while Russia is often neglected. However, it is because of its unique role, particularly
during the Second Opium War, that Russia acquired a significant amount of former Manchu
territory, including Vladivostok that is its largest port on the Pacific coast. The south eastern
part of Russia, that borders North Korea and China, has historically been a bone of contention
between Russia and China, in part because of China’s claims that this region once formed
‘Outer Manchuria’. Some researchers believe that the term ‘Outer Manchuria’ was coined by
China in an attempt to lend credence to their territorial claims over this region.

Why Finland’s Air Force Stopped Using Swastika Symbol

=>» University of Helsinki academic Teivo Teivainen noticed that Finland’s Air Force Command
had suddenly stopped using an old emblem that featured a swastika with a pair of wings,
replacing it with a new emblem featuring a golden eagle. unit emblem, which had caused
misunderstandings from time to time.” While the use of the swastika was stopped on planes
of the Finnish Air Force after the Second World War, unit emblems, unit flags and uniforms
had continued to feature the symbol. The revised emblem had been in use since at least
2017.

Why Was This Symbol_Used?

The symbol arrived in Finland in 1918 when Swedish Count Eric von Rosen gifted a Thulin
Typ D plane to the Finnish air force, long before the symbol became associated with the
Nazis. The plane featured a symbol of a blue swastika on a white background that Rosen
would consider a good luck charm and at that time was in no way associated with anti-
Semitisim or the crimes of the Nazis. This symbol then began to be more widely used by the
Finnish air force as a representative insignia. Incidentally, Rosen’s sister Carin von Kantzow
later married Hermann Goring, who was one of the most prominent and powerful members
of the Nazi party. Despite the use of this insignia, researchers say its continued use was not
an endorsement of the Nazi party. Finland itself was aligned with Nazi Germany during the
Second World War.
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=>» Since the start of the COVID-19 outbreak, Turkmenistan in Central Asia is among the few
countries that have not recorded any case of coronavirus infections. Experts believe it is
unlikely that the country has been left untouched by the pandemic and chalk it up to the
Turkmen government not being forthcoming about the global health crisis and its impact in
the country. After months of discussions with the country’s government, on July 6, WHO
Europe’s regional director Hans Kluge tweeted that a special team was finally on its way to
Turkmenistan to assess the situation in the country.

What Has_Been Turkmenistan’'s_Stance Qn COVID-19?

In early February, Turkmenistan cancelled flights to China and other nations with high rates
of COVID-19 infections. It also diverted all incoming international flights to Turkmenabat, the
country’s second-largest city where a special quarantine zone was created to check
passengers for symptoms. However, according to the BBC, locals had reported that some
passengers had been able to bribe their way out of the quarantine zone and avoid the
mandatory two-weeks of isolation. Then, in March, Turkmenistan reportedly closed most of
its land borders as well to curb the entry of incoming passengers. Due to strict government
controls over the dissemination of information, it is difficult to assess the ground situation in
context of COVID-19 in the country.

Ethiopia’s Bloody Mayhem

=>» The gruesome death of at least 80 protesters following the cold-blooded murder of Ethiopian
political singer Haacaaluu Hundeessaa shows that tensions in Ethiopia continue to fester.
The iconic musician, who belonged to the largest but highly marginalised Oromo ethnic
community, was killed on June 29. Haacaaluu, a cultural icon, used to sing about the enduring
nature of state-sponsored Oromo marginalisation.

Unrest _Since 2015

Since 2015, there have been protests in Oromia, sparked by the decision to extend the
administration of the capital into Oromia Region, the territory of the Oromos. They
subsequently morphed into a broader resistance against the autocratic Ethiopian People’s
Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) regime and left hundreds of people dead. The
expression of dissent has become more normalised from 2018. Months after Prime Minister
Hailemariam Desalegn tendered his resignation in February that year, the government lifted
the state of emergency and eased its repressive measures. Thousands of political prisoners
were released and bans against prominent government critics in the media and other sectors
were lifted. The most significant concession was the EPRDF coalition’s decision to appoint
the new Prime Minister from the Oromo People's Democratic Organisation (later called the
Oromo Democratic Party), one of its constituents. The current incumbent, Abiy Ahmed, the
2019 Nobel Laureate for Peace, is the first Oromo to be appointed to the nation’s highest
office in years. Comprising a third of the population, the Oromos are challenging the
Tigrayans, who make up a mere 6% but continue to wield political power and influence
disproportionate to their number. The Amharas, the second largest ethnic community, have
rallied behind the Oromos, setting aside mutual differences, to demand greater political
representation and better opportunities. The growing assertiveness of the two numerically
largest groups has predictably provoked a backlash from the traditional power elites. Mr.
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Abiy’s cabinet overhaul and the removal of the heads of the army and intelligence services
soon after he assumed office were criticised as targeting the Tigrayans.

An Inclusive National Identity

Meanwhile, commentators began to speculate whether the continued eruption of violence
was an unfortunate corollary to the new dawn of freedom in 2018. Last November, over 70
people were killed when a prominent media mogul alleged that he was under threat of attack
by the security forces. Amid this internecine conflict, Mr. Abiy is keen to promote his version
of an inclusive Ethiopian national identity as distinct from the ethnicity-based model of
federalism as per the 1995 constitution. To that end, he disbanded the EPRDF, which
represented the four major ethnic communities, in November 2019 and launched the
Prosperity Party, risking the alienation of not just the Tigrayans but also the Oromos who
once backed his ascent. This bold move, and the substitution of the state-driven
developmental approach with economic liberalisation, can bear fruit only through a strict
enforcement of the rule of law. Last week’s deadly protests following Hundeessaa’'s murder
symbolise the Oromo’s fury that one of their own should have been cruelly removed from
their midst when the traditional fault-lines in Ethiopian society are being redrawn. Mr. Abiy
was awarded the Nobel Prize for brokering the historic 2018 peace agreement with
neighbouring Eritrea, ending a two-decade military stand-off. His reputation for promoting
reconciliation at home would have been tested next month, but that general election has been
postponed indefinitely in view of the COVID-19 pandemic. In order to reassure the citizens of
Ethiopia, Mr. Abiy must shed the General's instincts in him that critics suspect. He must
expeditiously bring to justice those behind the tragic shooting of Haacaaluu which has led to
a bloody mayhem.

Who Was Hachalu Hundessa, Whose Death Triggered Protests in Ethiopia?

=>» Over 80 people have been killed in clashes with security forces in Ethiopia following the
murder of popular singer Hachalu Hundessa. The musician was shot Monday night by
unidentified assailants in the Galan Condominium area of capital city Addis Ababa. The
motive for the murder remains unclear. The local police have arrested some individuals in
connection with the case. A Human Rights Watch report stated the government cut internet
services across the country on Tuesday morning, making it difficult to access information on
those who were killed and injured in the protests. Significantly, just before his death, on June
22, Hundessa gave an interview to the Oromia Media Network (OMN), which had sparked
outrage on social media. During the interview, he criticised the government and spoke out
against the marginalisation faced by his community, the Oromos. Following his death, OMN
was raided by the police and several journalists were detained. Jawar Mohammed, who owns
the network, was also taken into custody. Hundessa was buried in his hometown Ambo.

Hachalu Hundessa And the Qrormo Community

Hundessa, 34, was a musician and activist. Born into the Oromo community, he sang about
their struggle for freedom. The Oromo community is the largest ethnic group in Ethiopia,
making up more than 50 per cent of the country’s population. In an interview to the BBC in
2017, Hundessa said he starting writing songs when he was imprisoned for political activities
between 2003 and 2008. “I did not know how to write lyrics and melodies until | was put
behind bars. It is there that | learned,” he said. Hundessa gave voice to the anti-government
protests that emerged in 2014 and culminated in the resignation of prime minister
Hailemariam Desalegn in 2018. The protests began after the government announced a plan
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to expand the boundaries of the capital into the Oromia region. The community was
concerned that the expansion would displace farmers living in the outskirts. While the plan,
called the “Addis Ababa Master Plan”, was eventually dropped, the protests continued,
signalling the growing frustration of the ethnic group that felt marginalised by the
government. Separately, anti-government protests also emerged in the Amhara region, home
to another ethnic community called the Amharas. Tensions in Oromia and Amhara escalated
after October 2, 2016 when, during the Oromo thanksgiving holiday, over 55 people were
killed in a stampede. After fresh protests broke out following the incident, the government
declared a state of emergency and established a special unit to “rehabilitate” those who had
been arrested for participating in violence or unrest in the past year. According to Amnesty
International, following the events of October 2016, the government security forces arrested
tens of thousands of people in Amhara and Oromia among other regions. Those arrested
included political activists, protesters, journalists and members of the Human Rights Council
among others. In 2018, Desalegn was succeeded by Abiy Ahmed to become the first prime
minister from the Oromo community. Ahmed won the Nobel peace prize in 2019 for his
efforts towards resolving the border dispute with neighbouring Eritrea. A recent report
published by Amnesty claims that despite reforms that led to the release of thousands of
detainees following Ahmed’s prime ministership, Ethiopian security forces have committed
“grave” violations between December 2018 and December 2019. The report claims that since
March 2019, security officers have forcefully evicted over 60 families from Oromia’s East and
West Guji zones. It adds that in order to mobilise support ahead of the now postponed
elections, politicians have been trying to stir up ethnic and religious animosities, “sparking
inter-communal violence and armed attacks in five of the country’s nine regional states.”

A Highly Versatile Artiste Who Composed Music Across Genres

=> Italian composer Ennio Morricone, known for his soundtracks in classics such as ‘The Good,
the Bad and the Ugly’ and ‘Once Upon a Time in the West', died in Rome Monday. Morricone,
91, died in a hospital after suffering a fracture a few days ago. He is survived by his wife
Maria Travia. Italy’s Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte tweeted, “We will always remember, with
infinite gratitude, the artistic genius of the Maestro #EnnioMorricone. It made us dream, feel
excited, reflect, writing memorable notes that will remain indelible in the history of music and
cinema.” President Sergio Mattarella, in a condolence message to the composer’'s family,
wrote: “Both a refined and popular musician, he left a deep footprint on the musical history
of the second half of the 1900s.” Born in 1928, Morricone (pronounced more-ee-cone-ay)
studied at Rome’s prestigious Santa Cecilia conservatory before beginning his career as a
trumpet player in jazz bands in the 1940s. He also worked as a studio arranger and did ghost-
writing for films in his initial years. The maestro’s success arrived in the 1960s and 70s, when
he composed for Westerns — a subgenre of films set in the late 19th century United States
(or the “Old West"), where gun-toting cowboys run into adventures ending in revenge or
retribution. His music for Sergio Leone’s Dollar trilogy (‘A Fistful of Dollars’, 1964; ‘For a Few
Dollars More, 1965; ‘The Good, the Bad and the Ugly’, 1966) brought Morricone international
fame.
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Foreign Affairs

India Must Not Cast Anchor In ‘Enrica Lexie’ (Vivek Katju - Former Diplomat)

=> Italy has achieved its basic objective in the Enrica Lexie-St. Antony matter. All through this
sorry saga, it wanted its two marines, Massimiliano Latorre and Salvatore Girone, to stand
trial for killing two Indian fishermen, Ajeesh Pink and Valentine Jelastine, not in India but in
Italy. The marines were part of a security contingent on the Enrica Lexie, an Italian
commercial oil tanker while Pink and Valentine were on the Indian fishing boat, St. Antony.
The incident took place on February 15,2012, in India’s Contiguous Zone, 20.5 nautical miles
off the Kerala coast.

Preseot and Past

The operative part of the Annex VIl arbitral tribunal’s decision, made public, on July 2, 2020,
gave ltaly full satisfaction on this crucial point although in a split 3-2 verdict, and on shaky
grounds. The tribunal, established by the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS)
under the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), held
that the marines were “entitled to immunity in relation to the acts that they committed during
the incident of 15 February, 2012, and that India is precluded from exercising its jurisdiction
over the Marines”. India had opposed Italy’s request for an arbitral tribunal but ITLOS ruled in
Italy’s favour. ITLOS had asked both countries to “suspend all court proceedings” and “refrain
from initiating new ones” that may “aggravate the dispute” or prevent the implementation of
the Arbitral Tribunal's decision. Accordingly, the judicial proceedings against the Italian
marines in India were suspended. In May 2016, the Supreme Court of India allowed Girone
who was on bail in India to return to Italy pending the decision of the Tribunal; Lattore was
already there because of medical reasons.

The Small_Print

Italy will now continue with the case it had registered against Lattore and Girone. It is highly
unlikely though that any Italian court will convict Lattore and Girone for Pink and Valentine's
unjustified killing. The reported humanitarian assistance that the Italian authorities gave their
families can never be taken as justice for the lives snuffed out by two trigger-happy members
of the Italian armed forces who, without any justification, considered the fishing boat to be a
pirate skiff. Only the operative portion of the tribunal’s award is available till now. The detailed
award is being scrutinised by India and Italy for redactions of those portions either country
feels are confidential, and therefore cannot be publicly disclosed. Besides, the tribunal’s
hearing, except for the opening statements of the two countries’ agents, was held
confidentially. It is unlikely then that Italy would allow facts prejudicial to its version to be
made open. The legal points on the jurisdiction of the two countries to try the marines and
the immunity issue should become available hopefully somewhat soon. They would enable
a full assessment to be made of the reasoning adopted by the majority to reach its
conclusions on these important issues.

A Dangerqus Precedent

India’s stand that UNCLOS is not concerned with issues relating to immunity was strong.

Immunity of state officials has to be governed by specific multilateral or bilateral treaties or

agreements. It should not be tangentially brought in to settle issues of jurisdiction. Besides,
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even if Italian marines are considered as state officials, they were deployed on an Italian
commercial vessel. Italy did so unilaterally without the cover of any multilateral or bilateral
arrangement. There is no convention that such persons as the marines in such cases are
immune from local criminal jurisdiction; only heads of states, heads of governments and
foreign ministers customarily enjoy immunity abroad apart from accredited diplomats who
are covered by the Vienna Convention. Thus, the tribunal's decision on the marines’ immunity
sets a dangerous precedent. Countries may now be tempted to enact specific laws to give
immunity to their military and para-military personnel and others by declaring them state
officials and thereafter place them on different kinds of commercial craft and use them for
adventurous purposes. This can lead to an increase in tensions generally and especially
between inimical states, and more so if there are problems relating to fishermen between
contiguous states.

New Delhi Must. Be Focused

India can take satisfaction that the tribunal found that by firing on the St. Antony, Italy was
guilty of “violating India’s freedom and right of navigation”. Consequently, it held that “India
is entitled to payment of compensation in connection with loss of life, physical harm, material
damage to property and moral harm” perpetrated by Italy. Now it is incumbent on the
government to ensure that Italy is made to pay fully for the loss of life and the suffering it has
caused in this matter. Any lapse on this count will be inexcusable. Considerations of good
relations with Italy or with the European Union (EU) which had stood beside Italy throughout
this matter should not be allowed to influence these specific negotiations. The government
should also ensure that it closely monitors the case proceedings in the Italian court against
Lattore and Girone. This is notwithstanding, as mentioned earlier, that Italy would be inclined
to only go through the motions of a fair trial. The government should instruct the Embassy in
Rome that a diplomat should always be present during court proceedings. It should not
accept Italy’s pleas that this would not be possible when confidential information is being
presented before the court. If the Italians had gone to the extreme in supporting the marines,
India must not show any laxity in securing justice for Pink and Valentine even in an Italian
court.

Faor Executive and Judiciacy

This is also a time for the executive and judicial branches of the Indian state to introspect on
how they handled the whole affair politically, diplomatically and legally. A number of
questions arise. Some of these are: Was it prudent to appoint the National Investigation
Agency to handle the case after the Supreme Court had ordered for a special court to be set
up to try the marines? Should virtually terrorism charges have been levelled against the
marines only to be dropped later? Should the Supreme Court not have decided the jurisdiction
and immunity issues ab initio instead of leaving them open? Should not have ways been
found to counter ltaly causing deliberate delays to thwart the trial from commencing? This is
especially important, for it used these delays to build sympathy for the marines in the EU. As
a good international citizen, India has accepted the tribunal’s award. Now it must ensure that
[taly fully honours it. The matter remains open.

India To Take Call on Australia’s Inclusion in Malabar Exercises

=>» India will take a decision on whether to include Australia in the Malabar exercises with Japan
and the U.S. at a Defence Ministry meeting early next week, according to a defence source.
The decision, if taken, could bring all Quad countries together as part of the annual war
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games. “The general consensus is that Australia should join. A discussion is going to happen
in the Defence Ministry on this issue next week,” the defence source said on condition of
anonymity.

LAC Stand-Off

As reported by The Hindu on June 3, after years of reluctance, India said it was open to
Australia’s inclusion in the Malabar as an observer. The move comes in the midst of the
ongoing stand-off with China on the border, the biggest crisis along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in over five decades. Australia’s inclusion would be seen as a possible first step
towards the militarisation of the Quad coalition, something Beijing has opposed in the past.
Once the government takes a decision to include Australia, as per procedure, the other
partner nations — Japan and the U.S. — have to be informed to secure their consent, after
which a formal invitation would be extended to Australia. Japan and the U.S. have been keen
on Canberra’s inclusion for and have been pushing India to consider it. The Malabar exercise,
which has been delayed this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic, should take place towards
the end of 2020, the source said. The inclusion of Australia in the exercises would mark a
major shift for India’s Indo-Pacific plans.

Started in 1992

Malabar began as a bilateral naval exercise between India and the U.S. in 1992, and was
expanded into a trilateral format with the inclusion of Japan in 2015. Since then, Australia
has made repeated requests to join the exercises and in January 2018, former Australian
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull had said talks on the Malabar exercises were “progressing
well”. However, India did not include Australia in the exercises in 2018 and 2019.

=>» The standoffs between Indian and Chinese troops in Ladakh on the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), where initial steps towards disengagement have taken place, are around a number of
patrolling points or PPs in Galwan, Hot Springs and Gogra areas.

What Exactly Are Patrolling Points?

PPs are patrolling points identified and marked on the LAC, which are patrolled with a
stipulated frequency by the security forces. They serve as a guide to the location of the LAC
for the soldiers, acting as indicators of the extent of ‘actual control’ exercised on the territory
by India. By regularly patrolling up to these PPs, the Indian side is able to establish and assert
its physical claim about the LAC.

Are All The Patrolling Points Numbered?

No. Some of the PPs are prominent and identifiable geographical features, such as a pass,
or a nala junction where no numerals are given. Only those PPs, where there are no prominent
features, are numbered as in the case of PP14 in Galwan Valley.

Are All on_Tbe_Patrolling Peoints Bang qn.the LAC?

Mostly, yes. Except for the Depsang plains in northern Ladakh, where PP10, PP11, PP11A,
PP12 and PP13 - from Raki Nala to Jivan Nala — do not fall on the LAC. These are short of
the LAC, on the Indian side.
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Are These Patrolling Points Not_Manned?

The PPs are not posts and thus not manned. Unlike on the Line of Control (LoC) with Pakistan,
the border with China is not physically held by the Army all along. They are just physical
markers on the ground, chosen for their location and have no defensive potential or tactical
importance for the Army.

If the Patrolling Points_Are_Not Manned, How_ls the Claim_Actually Asserted?

The claim is asserted by the Army or joint Army-ITBP patrols as they show more visible
presence in these areas. This is done by physically visiting PPs with a higher frequency, as
the deployment has moved closer to the LAC and due to improved infrastructure. As the
Chinese may not see when the Indian patrols visit these PPs, they will leave come cigarette
packets or food tins with Indian markings behind. That lets the Chinese know that Indian
soldiers had visited the place, which indicates that India was in control of these areas.

Who Has Given These_Patrolling Points?

These PPs have been identified by the high-powered China Study Group, starting from 1975
when patrolling limits for Indian forces were specified. It is based on the LAC, after the
government accepted the concept in 1993, which is also marked on the maps with the Army
in the border areas. But the frequency of patrolling to PPs is not specified by the CSG - it is
finalised by the Army Headquarters in New Delhi, based on the recommendations made by
the Army and ITBP.

What Is_Tbis Frequency?

The frequency of reaching various PPs are given in the annual patrolling programme. Based
on the terrain, the ground situation and the location of the LAC, the duration for visiting each
PP is specified — it can vary from once a month to twice a year.

Which Patrolling Points Are Cucrently Under. Dispute?

PPs 10 to 13 in Depsang sector, PP14 in Galwan, PP15 in Hot Spring, and PP17 and PP17A
in Gogra are currently being disputed by both sides, where the standoffs have taken place in
the past nine weeks.

Lesson on De-Escalation from Doklam Stand-Off

=>» The government must not agree to de-escalate the situation at the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh without an agreement on returning to “status quo ante” or the situation
before the stand-off began, said experts, who pointed to the outcome of the Doklam stand-
off in 2017 as a marker. “The lesson for us in Doklam is that disengagement is not enough in
order to declare an end to tensions at the LAC. It is necessary that we define end points up
to where the troops must withdraw to and no understanding should be reached without the
restoration of status quo ante,” said Ashok Kantha, former Ambassador to China and the
Director of the Institute of Chinese Studies.

Manday’s_Staterment

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) issued a statement detailing a phone conversation
between National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and his Chinese interlocutor Foreign Minister
Wang Yi over which it was decided to disengage and de-escalate the military mobilisation at
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the Galwan Valley and other points of conflict between the Indian Army and the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) that has lasted more than two months. The three-paragraph
statement issued was considerably longer than the MEA statement issued after the Doklam
stand-off that lasted two-and-a-half months, from June 16 to August 28, 2017. At the time,
the “Press statement on Doklam disengagement understanding” had said only that the
“expeditious disengagement of border personnel at the face-off site at Doklam has been
agreed to and is on-going”, as a result of diplomatic talks. Since then, the MEA has said in
response to questions in Parliament, that the “status quo” has been maintained at the stand-
off point, below the Indian post at Doko-La. According to experts, however, while the
disengagement brought an end to hostilities between India and China over China’s attempt
to build a road near the India-China-Bhutan tri-junction area, transgressing into Bhutanese
territory, it did not stop the PLA’s construction work right across the Doklam plateau. “If the
military only agrees on disengagement and de-escalation, it may end up at a disadvantage,”
Mr. Kantha told The Hindu. “Today, the PLA has constructed major infrastructure and
consolidated its position in Doklam..” “My sense is that the variances in [Indian and Chinese
statements] reflects the potential for future trouble for India a la Doklam,” said Lieutenant
General (Retd) Prakash Menon, Director, Strategic Studies Programme, at Takshashila
Institution, who formerly was a military adviser at the National Security Council Secretariat.
Maps accessed from Google Earth show that the development of the road towards the Torsa
Nullah, at one end of the Jampheri ridge, which is Bhutanese territory, continued between
December 2017- December 2019. The images, part of a study released in May 2020 called
“Doklam Update” by scholar Anirudh Kanisetti at the Bangalore-based Takshashila
Institution, also traces images from 2009, when there was only vegetation on the plateau and
surrounding areas, and now, when roads, buildings and trenches can be seen. Government
sources who did not wish to be identified said that the satellite pictures and ground reports
show PLA troops had resumed construction activity in the Doklam plateau a few months
after the disengagement, and had consolidated positions across the 90 sq. km. Doklam
plateau by the end of 2018. The sources said that the PLA has made two “black-top” or
asphalt roads inside the disputed territory with Bhutan, which are extensions of two Chinese
roads, to the east and to the south.

‘Road Wark Completed’

“The southern one has now reached up to the junction of Amo Chu and Torsa Nullah, thereby
extending the Chinese Claim Line well into the territory,” said the sources. Effectively this
means that the Chinese have gone around India’s objections and used a more circuitous
route, but completed their road building project, the sources said. Given the precedent,
China’s latest claim on eastern Bhutan that abuts Arunachal Pradesh, where another tri-
junction exists, should be watched closely as well, they said.

What Is Winter Diesel and How Will It Help Indian Army in Ladakh?

=> India’s armed forces may soon be using winter diesel for operations in high altitude areas
such as Ladakh, where winter temperatures plummet to extremely low levels. State-owned
Indian Oil Corporation (I0C), which is the largest oil marketing company in the country, has
sought approval from the Directorate General of Quality Assurance (DGQA) of the armed
forces to approve winter diesel that is said to be usable at temperatures as low as -30